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Abstract of JP2000347827 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To select a 
suitable printer matched with the expectation 
of a user from the cost for printing by selecting 
the candidate of a printer to execute printing 
out of plural printer groups on the basis of the 
estimated result of the cost. SOLUTION: A 
candidate printer retrieving part 12 is provided 
with a primary extracting processing part 14 for 
performing the primary extraction of the 
printer, a cost data storage device 15 for 
storing the cost for each printer and a print 
cost estimating part 16 for estimating the print 
cost for each printer on the basis of primarily 
extracted printer information and cost data 
stored in the cost data storage device 15. On 
the basis of the estimated result of the print 
cost estimating part 16 and print conditions 
inputted through a network l/F, a print 
condition suitability discriminating processing 
part 17 performs discrimination. The printer 
information suitable for print condition provided 
from this discriminated result is stored in a 
candidate printer information storage device 
18. A function is provided as a selecting 
means by the print condition suitability 
discriminating processing part 17 and the 
candidate printer information storage device 
18. 
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